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THE  CHRISTIAN  CHURCH  DEDICATED 
With  Imposirig  Ceremonies  Before  a  Large  and  Interested  Audience 


A  synopsis  of  the  dedicatory  sermon  preached  by  lev.  W.  W.  Stanley  of 
Suffolk,  Va.  —  The  building  illustrated  with  those  prominent  in  its 
history — visiting  ministers — a  full  program  of  the  esiercises — historical 
sketch,  etc., etc. 

• 

For  more  than  a  month  past  the  Christian  congregation  at  this  place 
has  been  busily  making  preparations  for  the  last  day  of  1893,  or  the  fifth 
Sunday  in  December — it  being  the  time  set  for  the  dedication  of  their 
handsome  new  church  edifice  on  Davis  street.    The  day  was  damp,  though  not 
a  bad  day  by  any  means,  and  every  nook  and  corner  of  the  church  was  filled 
with  chairs,  and  everj  one  we  saw  was  comfortable  sea/ted.    Outside  of  the 
pastor  and  preacher  of  the  day  we  noted  the  following  visiting  and  resident 
ministers  on  the  rostrum  about  the  pulpit:    Revs  A.  F.  Iseley,  J.  W.  Holt, 
w.  G.  Clements,  J.  W.  Wellons,  P.  H.  Flemming,  W.  S.  Long,  D.  D.,  and  W.  T. 
Herndon  of  the  Christian  church,  and  Rev.  M.  M.  McFarland  of  the  Methodist 
church.    The  following  was  the  order  of  exercises  as  carried  out  to  perfection: 

Voluntary — Long  Metre  Doxolohy  to  the  tune  of  "Old  Hundred." 
Prayer — by  Eef  A.  F.  Iseley. 

Hymn  690 — read  by  Rev  P.  H.  Flemming,  and  sung  to  the  tune  of  "St. 
Thomas . " 

Hist&ry  of  the  Congregation — by  Rev  J.  V/.  Holt. 

1st  Scripture  Lesson — read  from  the  Psalms,  by  Rev  W.  G.  Clements. 
Prayer — by  Rev  J.  W.  Wellons. 

2nd  Scripture  Lesson — read  by  Dr  W.  S.  Long  from  the  5th  chapter  of 
the  Ephesians. 

Hymn  704—  -read  by  Rev  W.  T.  Herndon  and  sung  to  the  tune  of  "Konoah." 

Rev  C.  C.  Peel,  the  pastor,  then  rose  and  in  a  few  timely  remarks  thanked 
all  v/ho  contributed  to  the  erection  of  the  house,  and  introduced  Dr.  W.  W. 
Staley,  who  after  some  pointed  introductory  remarks  on  the  doctrine,  name 
and  usages  of  the  church,  proceeded  to  his  sermon.    The  text  was  taken  from 
the  prophesy  of  ^aggai  2nd  chapter  and  7th  verse:     "And  I  will  shake  all 
nations  and  the  desire  of  all  nations  shall  come,  and  will  fill  this  house 
with  glory."    The  prophet  had  reference  to  the  second  temple  and  the  coming 
of  Christ.    The  preacher  divided  his  discourse  into  three  heads. 

I.  The  Majesty  of  Divine  Presence. 

II.  Christ j the  Glory  of  the  Church. 

III.  Christ  t he  Head  of  the  Church. 

The  sermon  was  well  prepared  and  the  speaker  occupied  only  thirty- 
five  minutes  in  its  delivery,  at  the  close  of  which  the  congregation  stood 
up  and  Dr.  Staley  read  the  dedicatory  service  in  an  earnest  and  impressive 
manner,  the  people  responding  with  an  Amenl  at  the  close.    The  Doxolohy  was 
then  sung  and  the  benediction  pronounced  by  Dr.  Long. 

Miss  Nena  Turrentine  presided  at  the  organ,  assisted  by  Prof.  Arthur 
Davis  witfft  his  cornet  and  a  large  choir  of  well  trained  voices.    The  music 
was  inspiring. 
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ILLUSTRATIONS 


By  the  assistance  of  the  congregation  the  News  is  enabled  today  to 
illustrate  the  new  building,  give  portraits  of  the  organizer  of  the 
congregation,  the  pastor  who  died  at  his  post,  and  the  present  pastor. 
For  much  that  we  are  indebted  to  other  minds  and  hearts,  and  for 

a  description  of  the  building  we  refer  you  to  the  following 

HISTORICAL  SKETCH 

The  work  of  the  Christians  in  this  vicinity  began  more  that  fifty 
years  ago.    Within  a  radius  of  two  miles,  forty  years  ago,  the  leading 
families  of  the  community  were  representatives  of  the  Christian  church  at 
New  Providence  near  Graham.    Prominent  among  the  heads  of  these  families 
were  Mason  Tarply,  William  Tarply,  Henry  Tarply,  Abram  Tarply,  William 
Holt,  John  Holt,  Milton  Holt,  John  S.  Turrentine,  Thomas  Sellars, 
Daniel  Albright,  Thos.  Truitt,  Sallie  Whidbee.    The  descendants  of 
these  families  are  among  Burlington's  most  worthy  citizens  today,  and 
constitute  in  part  the  Burlington  Christian  church.    The  history 
of  these  ancestors  would  form  a  readable  story,  and  yet  how  few  among 
us  even  know  their  names. 

The  location  of  the  work-shops  of  the  North  Carolina  Railroad  Company 
at  this  place  gave  rise  to  a  village  which  took  the  name  of  Company's 
Shops,  afterwards  changed  to  Burlington.    For  a  number  of  years  the  only 
place  of  worship  was  what  is  known  as  the  Union  church.    Here  the  pastor 
of  New  Providence  church  and  other  Christian  mirdsters  preached,  sometimes 
regularly  and  sometimes  occasionally,  for  the  convenience  of  the  Christians 
living  in  and  around  the  village.    But  no  attempt  was  made  at  organization, 
for,  strange  as  it  may  seem,  the  influence  of  the  leading  members  of  the 
Christian  church  in  and  around  the  place,  was  rather  against  such  a  step, 
claiming  that  it  would  tend  to  weaken  New  Providence.    During  all  these 
years  the  Christians,  in  numbers  and  influence,  exceeded  any  other 
denomination  in  the  town,  and  some  among  them  foresaw  the  importance  of 
having  a  church  organization  here,  but  the  movement  was  postponed  from  year 
to  year  in  deference  to  the  sentiment  already  mentioned.  Meanwhile 
several  denominations  had  organized  and  established  churches  of  their  own. 
In  most  of  the  revivals  conducted  in  the  Union  church  the  Christians  and 
their  ministers  took  an  active  part. 

In  January,  1884,  Rev.  James  R.  Jones  of  the  Friends'  church  conducted 
a  meeting  which  continued  three  weeks.    Rev.  D.  P.. Jones  and  J.  W.  Holt 
of  the  Christian  church  assisted  in  this  meeting.    Quite  a  number  of 
persons  were  converted,  among  whom  were  several  children  of  Christian 
families.    This  brought  the  question  of  organization  and  the  establishment 
of  a  church  home  before  the  Christians  for  serious  consideration,  and  the 
conclusion  reached,  was  that  we  must  go  forward  at  once. 

On  the  night  of  February  16th,  1684,  alter  preaching,  Rev.  J.  W.  Holt 
organized  a  Christian  church  with  eighteen  members.    The  new  organization 
at  once  elected  him  pastor,  which  position  he  filled  until  November,  1886. 
During  his  connection  with  the  church  the  membership  increased  to  thirty. 
Rev.  J.  U.  Newman  became  pastor  in  November  1886,  and  served  until  November 
1888.    Rev.  W.  T.  Walker  became  the  next  pastor  and  served  nntil  November, 
1890.    Rev.  R.  A  Ricks  became  pastor  in  November,  1890,  and  served 
most  efficiently  until  his  death  in  the  pulpit  of  the  Methodist  church  in 
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cd  \;sboi  bald&fie  ax  swell  arid-  noxdBgaignoo  arid  lo  aon£daxae£  arid 
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^dlxl  dfirid  9°ioni  nBgad  vdxnxoxv  axrfd  ni  anBxdaxiriG  arid  lo  aiiow  ariT 
gnxbBsX  edi  tog£  eiBa^  ^d-xol  teaXxni  owd  lo  ax/ibsi  £  nxridx/Y    .og£  aiBa^ 
d£  rfonuric  nsxdaxiriO  arid  lo  3avxd£daac,anqai  aiaw  ^dxauxxaoo  arid  lo  aaxXirafil 
saxixiasi  aaarid-  lo  sbBsrf  arid  gnoias  ^aonmonl    .m&d&iQ  xsan  eonabxvonl  wail 
EOSiXXiW  tA&Iqi£T  .turcdA  <  ^IqiaT  \£maH  ^xLqi&l  .rrssiXXxW  t-££qisT  noes!!  aiaw 
tci£l.£ac:  3£;xoriT  <anxdnai'urT  .o  nnol?  tdXoH  nodlxM  tdIoH  nrioT,  tdXoH 
lo  edajebnaoeab  a.iT    •©sdbxriW  exIXsS  tddxxJ*iT  .tioo'T  tdrigiidIA  XaxnsG 
bn£  t^ebod  enasxdxo  ^citfiow  deom  a'nodgaxXTjjG  gnotae  ai£  eaxXxnel  aaarid 
~£n:ode£rf  ariT    ♦rioiurio  nxxJai'iriO  nodgniXiuS  arid  di£q  nx  adtrdxdanoo 
gnonis  wal  won  da^  bn£  t^iods  aXdsbBai  £  nrxol  bXxrow  aiodaacns  aaarid  lo 

.eauisn  'ixsrid  woro*  riava  en 
^fLsquioO  dboiXxsH  BrtxXfriBl  ridnoW  arid  lo  eqorfe-oi*io.-f  arid  lo  noxdBool  ariT 

g'^osqxooO  lo  aioBii  arid  jlood  rioxriw  agsXlxv  a  od  aax*i  ©VBg  aoiiq  axrid  d£ 
'£Xno  arid  ai£a^  lo  ladnurn  b  lo'i    .nodgnxXura  od  bsgnsrio  ab«i£wiadl£  taqoriS 
lodaeq  arid  aiaH    .rioiifrio  noxnU  arid  3ii  nworai  ax  dsrfw  8jsw  qxriaiow  lo  aoeXq 
aaauJiuiOci  tbario£9,xq  aiadax:ii:.^  nax'daxoriO  larido  bn&  rlousdo  aonobxvoiT  waM  lo 
aosidaxiriO  arid  lo  aonaxnavnoo  arid  -10I  ^XXanoxaBooo  aarrtxdontoa  bns  ^iBXxrgai 
f  fiox^£sxci£ig*io  d£  ab.sm  sbw  dqxr^dd£  on  di;9    .agBXXxv  arid  bn jjoix  bxta  nx  gnxvxX 
arid  lo  eiadmaiii  giixb^ax  arid  lo  aonsuXlnx  arid  tniaaa  T££a  dx  a£  agnxida  t*iol 
tqada  £  riove  danx£g£  'xarid-fii  asvr  tao£lq  arid  bnssois,  bn&  nx  rioiurio  n£xdai*iriO 
aaarid  XLg  gnx^cjjQ    .  aonabxvoii  wai/l  na^Baw  od  bnad  blnow  dx  dBrid  gnJbuxBlo 
larido  ypw  babaaoxs  ..aonawllni;  bns  e-yadiffijn  a.i  ^ensicstniO  oni  ei&^x 
lo  aofi£dioqiTix  arid  WBeaiol  liiarid  gnoiis  a.ftioa  has  4nvjod  arid-  nx  noxoBntraonab 
ia#%  xnoil  banoqdaoc?  saw  da^jiiav o.-a  arid  dud  ta^ri  noxdBsxnBgio  dviudo  b  gnxv£ri 
alxilwnaaH    .banoxdnaK  \bi>9T:lB  dnamxdnaa  arid  od  aonaialab  nx  i£a^  od 
,nwo  oxarid-  lo  earioiialo  bariaxxdBdaa  bns  bssinBgio  bfiri  anoxdBnxfiionab  iBiavas 
bos  anBxdaxirfO  arid  rioiirrio  noxnU  arid  nx  badowbnoo  al^vxvai  arid  lo  dao  n  ni 

.d-:£q  avxdo£  ne  slood  eiadaixixai  ixarid 
badoiibnoo  sioiutio  'abnax*xri  arid  lo  aanob  .ii  aaxaeV  .vaH  t£'3bL  t-^xiufusl»  ni 
dloH  ,rtr  ;I>  bns  aanoi»**'5  ,Q  .vaH    .ajiaaw  aa'irld  bannxdnoo  riaxriw  gnxdaara  £ 
lo  -isdvisjii  b  adxifp    .u.nxdaara  airid  nx  badaxaas  ncrijjrio  n£xdaxiriO  arid  lo 
nBXdaiirfO  lo  naiblxrio  ifi'iavaa  a^aw  moriw  gnome  tbadi9vnoo  aiaw  anoaiaq 
dnarijriaxIo'Bdaa  arid  bns  noidBsxasg-iO  lo  noxdeaup  arid  drigjjoid  exn'T  .aaxlxiael 
arid  bn£  ^noxdB-iebxenoo  ajjoir.csa  iol  anfiidaxiiiO  arid  aiolsd  amori  rioixfrio  £  lo 
.aono  d£  biswiol  og  Jaxfi2  aw  daid  a£v/  tbario£ai  noxat/Ionoo 
dloH  .W  .1  ,vsH  tgnx;!oBa*iq  lad'iB  t4VBSX  trid^X  xizsndel  lo  drigixt  arid  nO 
noxdBsxriBg'io  wan  ariT    .eiadmaiti  naadrigxa  ridxw  riomdo  nBXdaxiriO  b  basxasgio 
.oS^X  t*TadjnavoW  Xxdnjj  b^XXxl  ari  noxdxsoq  rioxriw  %ioiss7  miri  bsdo9le  aono  is 
.-^dixrid  oj  baaBaionx.  qxriaiaditiam  arid  rfoiurio  arid  ridxw  noxdosnnoo  exri  gnxiirG 
lad^avcH  Ixdnxr  bavrias  bar.  <oo8X  ladraavoH  ni  iodaBq  9.<UEoad  n&msW  ,IJ  .i  .vaH 
iiadnsvoVi  liona  baviaa  boe  ioda£q  dx9n  arid  an£oad  ia>IX£W  ,T  ..J  ,vs>K  .S8SX 
b::Viaa  bos  tOVcX  <iadxa3VoM  nx  ^da£q  artifioad  ajtox^  A       .vaii  .0?8X 
nx  riannio  daxbcridaM  9rid  lo  d.iiqX.uq  arid  nx  ridBab  exri  Xxdnxr  ^Xdnaxoxlla  dsofa 


Burlington  in  the  fourth  Sunday  mornign  in  April,  1891.    Without  the 
slightest  premonition  the  little  flock  was  bereft  of  its  beloved  pastor,  and 
the  fond  hopes  of  the  little  church,    In  a  moment  seemed  doomed  to  fall  to 
the  ground  but  a  noble  purpose  once  firmly  fixed  in  the  heart  is  not  easily 
relinquished  and  and  for  days  the  church  in 

resolved  that  although  their  leader  had  fallen  the  plans  agreed  upon  should 
be  carried  out. 

At  a  business  meeting  of  the  church  held  December  15th,  1890,  a 
coranittee  was  appointed  to  "look  out  locations  for  a  nexv  church."    Also,  a 
Committee (was  appointed  to  submit  designs  and  specifications  as  to  the 
kind  of  building  that  should  be  erected. 

February  the  9th,  1891,  the  question  of  location  was  settled  in  favor 
of  the  lot  on  which  the  church  has  since  been  built. 

During  the  first  week  in  December,  1889,  a  Church  Aid  Society  was 
organized  by  Rev.  J.  W.  Holt,  composed  of  thirteen  lady  members  of  the 
church.    This  Society  now  has  thiEty-one  active  and  eitejht  honorary  members. 
Besides  sending  thirty-five  dollars  to  foreigh  missions,  donating  twenty 
dollars  to  other  purposes,  and  $46.89  incident  expenses,  this  Society  has 
aided  in  completing  and  furnishing  the  new  church  to  the  extent  of  $361. 60; 
total  amount  raised  by  the  Society,  $463.49.    It  is  but  justice  to  say  that 
without  this  assistance  the  work  could  not  have  been  done,  and  the  church 
ready  for  dedication  free  from  debt  at  this  time. 

In  June,  1891,  Rev.  G.  C.  Peel  became  pastor,  which  position  he  still 
holds.    Under  his  ministry  the  work  has  progressed  until  the  members  rap 
numbers  one  hundred  and  three,  and  the  new  and  handsome  church  has  been 
completed  at  a  cost  of  four  thousand  dollars. 

THE  NEW  CHURCH 

In  style  the  new  church  is  of  the  latest  and  most  improved  arrangements. 
The  walls  are  built  of  brick  to  the  height  of  sixteen  feet  above  the  floor. 
The  pitch  of  the  main  auditorium  is  twenty-three  feet,  and  its  length  is 
sixty  feet  with  a  width  of  forty-four  feet.    This  can  be  increased  by 
opening  two  class  rooms,  each  ten  by  tx>renty-seven  feet,  making  a  maximum 
width  of  sixty-four  feet.    There  is  also  a  class  room  at  the  end,  t  en  by 
twenty-one  feet,  fifteen  feet  pitch,  and  a  recess  for  the  pulpit  of  the 
same  dimensions,  making  the  maximum  length  eighty  feet.    The  steeple  is 
one  hundred  and  four  feet  in  height.    The  draxvings  for  the  building  were 
made  by  Benjamin  D.  Price,  Architect,  of  Philadelphia. 

With  such  a  comfortable  house  in  which  to  meet  for  the  worship  of  God, 
it  is  to  be  hoped  t hat  unity  of  purpose  and  concert  of  action  as  well  as 
peace  and  harmony  may  ever  characterize  the  congregation  that  shall 
meet  within  it  to  worship  the  God  of  love. 
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